
TOWN OF ACTON
SIDEWALK COMMITTEE Meeting

MINUTES OF August21, 2007MEETING
7:30 p.m.

RJGreyLibrary

Next CommitteeMeeting: Wed, September26nd7:30 - 9:30 (NotedjfferentLocation)
Memorial Library, MeetingRoom(Downstairs)

Present:PaulinaKnibbe (Chair),Dick Calandrella,SystkeCampbell,PamCochrane,
KateChung, CeliaKent, CorrinaRoman-Kreuze

Meetingwascalledto orderat 7:30 p.m.

Citizen’sConcerns:Two residentsfrom High Streetwerepresentto discusstheir
sidewalkpetitionandsafetyissues.This petitionandpreviouslysubmittedinformation
will now sit with theSidewalkCommittee. A representativefrom 29 ProspectStreet
attendedto expressconcernover safety,lackof sidewalkof ProspectStreet. Shenoted
that thereis. moneyset asideby TupeloRoaddeveloper,goodneighborsupportexcept
for oneneighborwho maylosetreesto sidewalk.

Introductions:BettinaAbe andCelia Kentwho werenot presentatfirst meeting
introducedthemselves.

Therewasdiscussionaboutlengthoftermfor members.Thetwo AssociateMembers,
PamandKatehaveoneyearterms,BettinaandCeliaofferedto takeoneyearterms,
Leslieand Paulinahavetwo yearterms,Dick, SystkeandCorrinahavethreeyearterms.

ConstructionUpdates:
CharterRoadis in progress.
Main StreetSidewalkupdate(PostOffice Squareto Route2A) — discussionsneededwith
WaterDistrict, SelectmanMageeis meetingwith thewaterdistrict to discussif sidewalk
canmeanderthroughwaterdistrict land.. ThismayrequireWaterDistrict Town
Meeting. This sidewalkcannotbe accomplishedthis calendaryear,but hopeto get it
donethis fiscal year. Updateon gradecrossingon Central— SelectmanHunterto follow
up in Septemberwith MBTA. Sidewalkby Meyer Hill — samedeveloperwho is doing
Quail Ridge. Thereis a bondfor this construction,preferenceis to havedeveloperfinish
this, if not Towncanexercisethebond.

ChiefWidmayerwaspresentto discusshowsafety issuesimpactedsidewalkpriorities in
thepast. Previously,priority wasfocusedaroundschools.2004first safetyplan,
buildability, neighborwillingness,comprehensiveplan. Main StreetChief’s top priority,
no shoulder,highspeed,2A hasshoulders,traffic speedcountsdoneonMain Street.
Chiefcando studieson Streets,EngineeringDept maybeableto do abetterstudy. Some
datacouldbe gleanedfrom existingaccidentreports. TownEngineermayhavedata
availablefrom traffic volumestudies.Any datafrom StateofTownagenda?



Brainstorming/Discussionfrom Committeemembersaboutcriteria:
EmailfromDick andemailfromLeslieoutlining includedin handouts.

Safety,connectionto existingsidewalks,linkageto schools,parks,playgrounds,shops
etc. Environmental/historicconsideration— referenceto Main Street,newconstruction—

developersshouldbe requiredto buildorput bondsin wheresidewalksare needed.Cost
effective/timeeffectivein addition to existingfunds?Privategrants?Neighborhood
supportextremelyimportant

Canwe geta list ofstreetsin townwherethereis not a right ofwayfor sidewalks?

Shouldtherebe a separatecategoryfor numberedroutes? Shouldrise to top oflist
connectingaspects(schools,shopping,transportation)

Densityofareas

How sidewalkscan affectthefeelofenvironmentofroad

Aidingpeoplew/o accessto cars/transport,geographyofroad(visibility, narrowness,

winding)Children/elderlypopulationnumbersfrom TownClerk TownCensus

Distancefrom schools

Distancefrompointsofinterest

Lookedat SidewalkPrioritization RatingSheetfrom BruceStamski— how to usethis in
measuringneeds?

Paulinasuggestedthatwe decidewheresidewalksshouldbe builtfirst, Safetyand
Connectivity. As a secondstep, viabilityfilter. Wewill assignnumbersat nextmeeting.
Systkewillflesh outareasofsafetyandconnectivityandB. Stamski‘s preliminaryrating
sheet

Systke,will takeBruce‘s priority list andwork in our criteria to comeup with a list.

Partitionof Town into 8 regions:

1. 1 = Dick, Willow / Central& West.(BorderedbyStow/ Boxboroughtown line).
SouthofMassAve.

2. 2=Pam,North ofMassAveto Rt 2. (boundedbyRoute111 & Route2 and
Boxborough)(includesDeaconHuntneighborhoodandIndian Village
Neighborhood)

3. 3Celia,Train Stationarea. (South/ Eastof Willow/ Central to Main Street.
(IncludesProspect,Maple,Stow)



4. 4 = Systke,EastofMain to Concord, MaynardLine. (includesHigh Street,
LawsbrookRoadandSchoolStreetextension

5. 5 = Corrina,TownCenterEast. North ofRoute2, WestofMain. Includes
NewtownRoad,NagogRoad

6. , 6Bettina,Town CenterWest.North ofRoute2. ConcordRoad, Taylor, Conant
School,Arboretumto Route2A.

7. 7 Leslie (by default) EastActon.Boundedby Route2A, Main Street,Concord/
Carlisle town line

8. , 8=Kate,NorthActon. Boundedby Main Street.Northon 2A - includingAcorn
Park.

DiscussedsidewalksofQuail RidgeKateto draft letter.
Concernedaboutaccessto Route2A (seniorswho can’t don’t drive — accessto CYS etc.)
Needsetbackfrom road
Do nothaveasenseof how sidewalkswork in this communityneedmoreinformation.

In future,hopeis that apoint personfor thesiteplans

Meetingwasadjournedat 9:27 p.m.

Respectftillysubmitted,
CorrinaRoman-Kreuze


